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ED arrests ex-OSD of
Baghel for role in

Chhattisgarh job scam

New Delhi, Agency:
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Monday said it has
arrested former
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel's former OSD
Chetan Borghariya, who is
presently additional collec-
tor of Balrampur-
Ramanujganj, in the case of
illegal appointments of
DSPs and collectors
through exam paper leaks.

ED, which had earlier
arrested former state public
service commission (PSC)
chief Taman Singh
Sonwani, claimed it has
traced the alleged proceeds
of crime linked to bank
accounts of Borghariya and
other officials.

Borghariya, who was
arrested on Sept 11, has
been remanded in six-day
ED custody by a special
PMLA court in Raipur. The
agency is probing alleged
money laundering relating
to irregularities and manip-
ulation in the CGPSC State
Service Examinations,
2020 and 2021.

"Investigation revealed
that other accused, Utkarsh
Chandrakar, Anil
Chandrakar and Dr Vikash
Chandrakar, allegedly col-
lected illegal gratification
exceeding Rs 3 crore from
various candidates of 2021
CGPSC examination, on
assurance of providing
them question papers in
advance and securing their
selection by using their pur-
ported access and influence
in the then CM's office,"
ED said. The probe further
revealed that the name and
official position of Chetan
Borghariya, who was then
posted as OSD in CM's
office, was allegedly used
in connection with such
assurances.

SC faults Abu 
Salem's maths, junks

release plea

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court has ruled
that if a person is convicted
in two cases and sentenced
separately, the period of
imprisonment undergone as
an undertrial can be offset
against only one of the sen-
tences and not both even
when the trial court had
ordered the two sentences
to run concurrently.

The ruling was given by
a bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
while detecting that gang-
ster Abu Salem, who was
extradited from Portugal in
Nov 2005 on a solemn
assurance by Indian govt
that he would not be award-
ed death penalty or a jail
term of more than 25 years,
had computed his undertrial
incarceration period twice
to seek release from jail on
the ground that he has
already spent 25 years in
jail, even though he was
awarded life sentences in
two terror cases in 2015 and
2017. Justice Nath said,
"The fact that sentences
imposed in the two cases
were directed to run con-
currently is of significance.
Sentences granted concur-
rently operate simultane-
ously, hence the same peri-
od of incarceration cannot
be notionally counted twice
for the purpose of deter-
mining completion of the
sentence."

New Delhi, Agency:
Jammu and Kashmir
Police on Monday bust-
ed an Over Ground
Worker network
allegedly linked with
terrorist outfit Lashkar-
e-Taiba and arrested
three persons.

According to officials, the
accused were involved in pro-
viding logistical support, safe
transit and other ground-level
assistance to terrorists. They
allegedly acted as guides and
facilitated the movement of
terrorist groups towards the
Kashmir Valley.

According to Rajouri
Police, the individuals, identi-

fied as Zakir Husaain, Mohd
Azam and Mohd Mustaq, are
also suspected of having pro-
vided ground support to ter-
rorists linked with multiple
high-profile attacks, includ-
ing an attack targeting civil-
ians.

During the course of the
investigation, an IED was
recovered based on the dis-
closure of one of the accused.

New Delhi, Agency: Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshtera has
refuted claims that retired Air
Marshal Jeetendra Mishra did not
participate in the interview
rounds of the selection process
for the chief executive officer of
Ram temple in Ayodhya.

In a statement, trust's general
secretary Swami Govind Dev Giri
said that the search committee for
the CEO conducted a multi-tier
evaluation process involving AI-
based screening and manual
assessment across three cities,
Delhi NCR, Pune and Sambalpur.

"The selection process was
conducted in accordance with the
highest standards of institutional
governance and transparency.

Every stage was documented, and
the identities of all finalists were
recorded in Ayodhya," the state-
ment read.

"The claim that Air Marshal
Jeetendra Mishra did not partici-
pate in the interview rounds on
11-12 August 2026 is factually
incorrect," it added. The trust said

that the search committee for the
CEO selection process was con-
stituted on July 6, 2026, and
received 5,585 applications.

"16 candidates were selected
as finalists, who participated in
face-to-face interviews in
Ayodhya on August 11 and 12,
2026," it said.

Further, the trust said that
Mishra participated in the inter-
view process on August 11 during
the first session.

The search committee submit-
ted its final report and recommen-
dations to the Trust on September
1, following which the trust pub-
licly presented the names of the
three top recommended candi-
dates on September 2. The three

candidates included Air Marshal
Jeetendra Mishra, Sanjay
Pratapsinh Vishwas Rao and Ms
Shruti Bharadwaj.

The Trust further stated that
Mishra's inclusion among the top
three recommended candidates
was "documentary proof of his
participation, evaluation and
merit-based selection."

Earlier on September 2, Air
Marshal Jeetendra Mishra (retd),
who headed the Western Air
Command during Operation
Sindoor, was appointed as the
first Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust. The retired Air Marshal
Mishra said he considered the

opportunity a blessing of Lord
Ram and pledged to serve the
temple and devotees with the
experience gained during his
decades-long service in the Indian
Air Force.

"I consider this a great fortune
that they chose me from so many
candidates. I also consider this the
blessings of Lord Ram that after
43 years of service to the nation in
the Air Force, He has allowed me
to serve Sri Ram Mandir and Sri
Ram bhakts," he told Media.

"As I said, I would like to
thank the selection committee, Sri
Ram Mandir Trust and Lord Ram
for having chosen me for this
responsibility.

New Delhi, Agency: Flagging
the issue of prosecuting agencies
filing voluminous evidence and
naming large number of witnesses
in corruption cases, Supreme Court
disapproved of the practice, saying
it leads to protracted hearing and
long pendency.

While acquitting a person in a
33-year-old corruption case on the
ground that CBI failed to prove that
he received pecuniary advantage, a
bench of Justices J B Pardiwala and
K Vinod Chandran expressed con-
cern over the agency naming a large
number of unnecessary witnesses to
prove the charge.

The court said voluminous docu-
ments filed by CBI are intimidating
even to the court. "We cannot but
notice that in corruption cases volu-
minous evidence is led, which is
often intimidating to the court,

especially since many aspects
attempted to be led in evidence are
way off the mark, in providing a
substantiation of the allegation, or
to bring home the guilt of the
accused public servant," the bench
said. The case pertains to a com-
plaint filed by Assam veterinary
department alleging that a loss of

Rs 5.97 lakh was caused to the
exchequer as payment was made to
a fictitious firm for medicines
which were never supplied. Seven
persons were chargesheeted, of
whom four were convicted and sen-
tenced by a trial court and three
acquitted.

Three convicts filed an appeal
before Gauhati high court. One of
them, the accountant who passed
the bill, was acquitted, but the peti-
tioner, who was store in charge, and
the other accused, storekeeper, were
convicted under Section 13(1)(d) of
Prevention of Corruption Act. The
petitioner then moved SC. Allowing
his appeal, the bench set aside his
conviction and noted that the prose-
cution in this case had examined 62
witnesses, which was of no avail as
the HC referred to only nine of such
witnesses.

Ram temple trust rejects claim ex-Air Marshal
Mishra skipped CEO interview round

Voluminous evidence in graft cases leading to long pendency: SC J&K: Police bust LeT-linked OGW
network, arrest 3 for aiding terrorists

New Delhi, Agency:
The civil aviation ministry
has issued a show-cause
notice to Air India over
alleged procedural lapses
that allowed three Italian
passengers to board a con-
necting flight from Delhi
without completing immi-
gration formalities earlier
this month. The notice has
been issued to Air India
CEO Campbell Wilson.

The home ministry has
also convened a meeting of
stakeholders on Tuesday to
discuss the incident, sources
told news agency Media.

The three passengers
flew from Amritsar to Delhi
on September 4 before
boarding a Lufthansa flight
to Munich from Delhi air-
port. However, they did not
complete the required
immigration formalities at
the airport, sources added.

Titled "violation of SOP for
hub and spoke operations
resulting in three foreign
nationals departing India
without mandatory immi-
gration clearance," the
show-cause notice issued to
Air India last Saturday said
the three passengers arrived
in Delhi from Amritsar on
AI 1115 at 12.50 am on
September 4 and subse-
quently departed for
Munich on a codeshare
Lufthansa flight at 1.45 am,
within an hour of their
arrival.

Home Secretary Govind
Mohan will chair a meeting
on Tuesday to discuss the
incident. The secretary and
additional secretary of the
civil aviation ministry,
Intelligence Bureau direc-
tor, additional secretary (UT
and Foreigners) of the home
ministry, Bureau of
Immigration commissioner,
Air India CEO and Delhi
airport CEO are expected to
attend the meeting, they
added.

What exactly hap-
pened? Amritsar airport is

among the airports where
Air India operates flights
under its 'Hub-and-Spoke'
model. Under this arrange-
ment, passengers complete
immigration formalities at
the airport of origin and can
then travel to an overseas
destination through a desig-
nated hub. At the hub air-
port, where the international
flight departs, passengers
are required only to undergo
security checks before
boarding. For a passenger
travelling from Amritsar via
Delhi to an international
destination, Amritsar serves
as the spoke and Delhi as
the hub.

In the case of the three
Italian passengers, sources
said they were issued board-
ing passes at Amritsar for
both their flight to Delhi
and the Lufthansa flight to
Munich.

New Delhi, Agency: Centre
has summoned Air India CEO
after three foreign nationals
departed India without undergo-
ing mandatory departure immi-
gration clearance, news agency
Media reported, citing sources.

Sources told Media that the
ministry of civil aviation has
sought an explanation from the
airline after the incident, terming
it a "serious security and immi-
gration-related lapse."

This comes after the civil avi-
ation ministry issued a show-
cause notice to the airline over
alleged procedural lapses that
allowed three Italian passengers
to board a connecting flight from
Delhi without completing immi-
gration formalities earlier this
month. Three Italian nationals fly
into Delhi from Amritsar on

September 4 and then, within an
hour, depart for Munich on a
codeshare Lufthansa flight from
Delhi airport without the manda-
tory immigration check.

According to the ministry, the
incident occurred during Air
India's hub-and-spoke operation
and involved a violation of the
prescribed Standard Operating
Procedure. Amritsar airport is
among the airports where Air
India operates flights under its
'Hub-and-Spoke' model.

3 Italian passengers fly out of Delhi without immi-
gration clearance: What exactly happened

'Serious lapse': Air India CEO summoned
after 3 foreigners 'skip' immigration check
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Jhunjhunu. A one-day aware-
ness program was organized at
Singhania University, Pacheri Bari,
in collaboration with the District
Environment Committee,
Rajasthan and the National
Institute of Social Defence to make
youth aware about drug abuse.

In the program, Singhania
University President Dr. Manoj
Garg said that drug addiction is a
serious problem in today's time,
which has become a fashion. It is an
act done under peer pressure. On
the basis of his personal experi-
ences, he advised the youth to stay

away from drugs.
The district's Chief Medical and

Health Officer Dr. Chhote Lal said
that the tendency of drug addiction
is increasing among the young gen-
eration. He explained the harms
caused by alcohol, cigarettes etc.
He narrated an incident from the
Covid period when he met D.C.
Singhania and he had provided
financial assistance of more than
Rs 20 lakh for patients. He said that
Rajasthan is such a state in the
whole country where free treat-
ment up to Rs 25 lakh is available
under the Mukhyamantri Swasthya
Yojana.

Program held on prevention of drug abuse

64,000 Donated
to Cow Hospital
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Jhunjhunu: A Bhamashah (phi-

lanthropist) has extended support for
the treatment of injured and disabled
cattle at Apna Karma Cow Hospital in
Sonthali. 


